Drug-free group’s patience pays off 
with wooden playground in Mishicot 


Good things come to those who 
wait. No one knows this better 
than Ramona Peronto and Jean 
Staudinger, co-founders of People 
For Drug Free Youth (PFDFY) in 
Mishicot. They have waited 15 
years to see their dream of a spe- 
cial gift to area youth come to pass. 

Founded in 1980, with the help 
of Alice Sebora’s advice and guid- 
ance, PFDFY aims to educate the 
public to the dangers of abuse of 
alcohol and other drugs and to pro- 
vide constructivenactivities for 
area children. These goals are ac- 
complished by donating education- 
al materials to school and city li- 
braries, and by sponsoring youth 
sports’ teams, among many other 
activities. 

PFDFY’s most recent accom- 
plishment—its special gift—is the 
construction of the Wooden Won- 
derland playground in the village 
park. This unique playground’s 
colorful design and rainbow- 
arched entrance invite children of 
all ages to explore the many twists 
and turns, slides and rings, and to 
peek out from secret hideaways. 


PFDFY involved area school 
children in the playground project 
from the start. The name and en- 
trance design were created by stu- 
dents. Students were excited 
enough about the idea of a new 
playground to begin raising funds 
on their own for the project. Three 
Mishicot girls—Krissy Miller, Jen- 
ny Berres and Kelly Smith—raised 
the first funds two years ago. 

Tara Yauger was also excited 
about the playground. Due to her 
tragic death in a skiing accident at 
the age of 11, she didn’t get to see 
the impressive project as it is to- 
day. However, her family is keep- 
ing Tara’s enthusiasm alive with 
their generous support of the play- 
ground. In her honor, the inscrip- 
tion “For the love of Tara” adorns 
the entryway to Wooden Wonder- 
land. 


The playground is well-used by 


area children, but is far from com- 
plete. Peronto explains that there 
is “no end to the possibilities” of 
the new equipment for the play- 
ground. The building plans are 
flexible and hope to one day in- 


clude a handicapped play area ac- 
cessible to wheelchairs. 

Wooden Wonderland has been 
made possible through the gener- 
ous support of area donors, volun- 
teers and the news media. They 
are very pleased with all the dona- 
tions of time, money and materials 
received from businesses, stu- 
dents, teachers, church groups, 
service, social and youth clubs and 
individuals too numerous to list. 

If you would like to become in- 
volved with this volunteer village 
project, whether your contribution: 
be in the form of labor, money or 
materials, contact the Mishicot Vil- 
lage Hall at 755-2525. 
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